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John 15.1-17






Friends Forever 
FRIENDS – TV Show – MORE than That – VERY LIFELINE – Pull us THRU

Many things going WELL: School, Job, Home, Church – JOYLESS if Friendless 

Mark Out LIFE by FRIENDS: Childhood, School, Uni, BJ, Back Home, Cyber
Only FULLY Plug IN to Place – School, Job, Church – With GOOD FRIENDS

CAMPING / RETREATS “Hot House” FRIENDSHIPS – Intense, Uninterrupted 

SPEND Solid WEEK Someone > GREAT FRIENDS or Change Cell Phone #

Jesus & 11 GUYS on 3 yr CAMP-OUT / Wilderness Adventure on STEROIDS

Few SPEED BUMPS on Relationship ROAD > but REAL HOMEBOYS Now! 

vs. 14,15  Jesus: “You are my friends…I have called you friends…”

HE SAID MORE > But that is WHAT THEY HEARD LOUD AND CLEAR!  

1. Chosen - BEFORE they GET TOO IMPRESSED with Themselves 

v. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you…

Jesus POPS BALOON in BIG HEADS, HE is GLUE – Very DIVERSE Friends 

v. 15 No longer do I call you servants / NOT in John? HE is MOST Servant-like
PEASANTS from Galilee: Friends w/ Jesus of Nazareth Impressive on Facebook

EVEN to BE His SERVANT would’ve been AMAZING!! Friends DROOL!!

There is nobody so rich, so strong, so independent, so well off, so thoroughly provided for, as the person of whom Christ says, ‘This is my friend.’ J.C. Ryle

OBVIOUS > REAL MAN --- MUCH MORE --- No MERE Man 

Calmed Storms – Fed Multitudes – Healed Blind – Walked Water – Raised Dead

CHRISTOLOGY still FORMATION, probably WHISPERING ‘G’ wd > GOD!  

Only 2 in Old Covenant ABRAHAM & MOSES called FRIENDS of God 

NOT just RAG TAG bunch of Individuals > NEW ISRAEL of One True God

NEW Covenant VINE > SOVEREIGN Providence linked to Everlasting Legacy

17 Verses part of LONG Conversation – FATEFUL Night 2000 yrs ago 

LAST Night JESUS of Nazareth ALIVE on EARTH > Hours before CROSS

SCENE Change – John 14 > 15 DROPPED Bomb – BEST FRIEND Leaving Not Coming BACK – At least SOUNDS Like – Another Counselor, Whatever??

the ruler of this world is coming...Rise, let us go from here      John 14.30,31

Normal Greek USAGE of Phrase: “Let us go out to meet advancing ENEMY!”

CALL to ARMS, Summons to MISSION: Lord leads like Pillar of FIRE at Night 

As they JOURNEYED into NIGHT may have Passed thru VINEYARD

Trekked thru City of JERUSALEM down into KIDRON Valley 
To Garden of Gethsemane on Mount of OLIVES

Great GOLDEN VINE decorated HOLY PLACE of TEMPLE

VINES grew Close to GREAT WALLS of City and STRETCHED ALONG It 

Very FAMILIAR Image > VINES grew Everywhere in JUDEA at that Time 

VERY FAMILIAR Symbol of ISRAEL > Even COINS of Israel VINES 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel
Isaiah 5.7

Now FRIEND > NEW TWIST to an OLD, FAMILIAR IDEA 
v. 1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser…”
Thru NO MERIT or CHOICE of Own > These 11 enfolded Grand Plan of God 

…Jesus’ disciples will be more informed, more privileged, more comprehending than any believers who ever came before. 


Don Carson

2. Connected Importance of FRIENDS > Ancient Word ABIDE / REMAIN  
Ch 15 Word FRIEND 3 X’s / word “ABIDE” 10 X’s
11 wanted to HEAR – More than Anything that Night – Friendship NOT OVER 

Familiar IMAGE > VINE & BRANCHES – INSEPARABLE, ENDURING 

v. 4 Abide in me, and I in you.
v. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches.
v. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.
PICTURE of VINE and FRUIT > GROWING RELATIONSHIP > FRUITFUL! 

SIGN of Enduring Friendship > After Time Apart > PICK Up where LEFT

DEATH of Friendships is BROKEN CONNECTION / Blocked from Facebook! 

3. Change – Friendships DEMAND Something / Why Some choose ALONE

Minimal > TIME – Talk, Travel, Meet Up / MONEY – Eat, Drink, Entertain

FRIENDSHIP with God LIFTS the DEMAND UP TO HIGHEST LEVEL
a. Lifting Up – BEHIND every Great GARDEN is a GREAT GARDENER

vs. 1,2 my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he AIRO (takes away 16 / lifts up 8) 
Theological Context > COMFORT – Jesus ENSURING, Not Ending Friendship 

KEEP Vine from FALLING on the GROUND > Purpose of GRAPE Trellis 

John > JESUS will be LIFTED UP so that THEY Will be LIFTED Up to Him

Father does ALL that’s NEEDED to CREATE MOST FRUITFUL HARVEST
We LOVE because HE FIRST Loved Us! > HAPPY Changes to Make 

b. Leaving – MUST ALSO in any Friendship be HARD Changes too
Romance > Stop Smoke, Drink, Bathe, Breath > Wear SAME T-Shirts! 

v. 2 …and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
LIFT UP is FIRST Step to Protecting, Pruning, and CLEANSING / Pesticides
Gardner CLEARS Away – Weeds, Bugs, Anything that PREVENTS Growth 
DOMINANT Note about ISRAEL as VINE > FAILED, FRUITLESS, Friendship

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones,    and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes…For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel… he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!   






 Isaiah 5.1,2,7

I planted you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed. How then have you turned degenerate and become a wild vine? 



Jeremiah 2.21

Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.                   










James 4.4
JESUS wants to MAKE THIS Friendship WORK – He knows BEST TERMS
v. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
v. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit
v. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.
JESUS SETS the STANDARD and SHOWS the WAY

Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 1 Corinthians 15.33

CUTTING Off DEAD & DIRTY Things is just 1st STEP to FRUITFULNESS
After EMPTYING the CLUTTER > NEED to FILL IT WITH SOMETHING

Warning of Sweeping House Clean – Leave Vacuum – 7 More DEMONS Come
WHY Some who SEEM to Start Well in FAITH – FALL Back into WORLD

REPLACE with something BETTER > More PLEASING, More LASTING 

4. Confident – Others INVITED into this FRIENDSHIP / MORE

Friendship GETS WEIRD gets TOO EXCLUSIVE > SMOTHER Friend

Even in MARRIAGE > Healthy when OTHER Friends – Far Less IMPORTANT

NEVER Share MARRIAGE BED > Sorry if TOO Specific – Cannot Assume!

Jesus BIG PLANS for 11 Friends > FOUNDATION of Something Really BIG! 

Had PERSONAL Limitations – MONEY, IDEAS, STRENGTH, DAYS/YEARS

v. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
Jesus PROMISED: I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. John 10.10
v. 16 I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
BEWARE of Any INTERPRETATION that LIMITS Jesus to Me & THEE

“I come to the Garden ALONE – Walks & Talks with ME – NONE Other”

These 11 – and 12th – will become FOUNDATION Stones of Christ’s Church

2000 yrs Later – BILLIONS are STANDING Upon that Foundation TODAY 

Words of LIVING GOD – LIMITLESS and UNLIMITABLE God 

him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think Ephesians 3.20

v. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.
God WILL REVEAL His Will & Ways > FRIENDS SHARE SECRETS! 

v. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
WHAT EXACTLY is this FRUIT? Some SAY it is JUST CONVERTS 

Paul: “I have often intended to come to you…in order that I may reap some harvest among you” 






Romans 1.13

ARE CONVERTS the  ONLY FRUIT? If so, Many Xtians FRUITLESS 

MANY Reasons > Sickness, Incapacity, Old Age, Resistant Lands, 

Lack of Ability, Unfavorable Circumstances

For Some GOOD and MANY BAD Reasons – Many Xtians, NO Converts

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control

 Galatians 5.22,23

CONVERTS! YES!! But STARTING Point CHRIST-like CHARACTER

1st  APPLE Tree must PRODUCE APPLES, Inside Apple SEED for More Trees  

The progression here shows that bearing fruit is a process and that our ability to bear fruit increases as we mature. In our personal lives…we seek to cultivate all the fruit of the Spirit. In our evangelism…we will work to save an entire village. In terms of our effectiveness…not just our local church but throughout the entire nation and the world! Much fruit is the promise.


Samuel Ngewa

5. Cut Off – SAD Moment in Friendship > IT’S OVER! 
v. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
STRONG, SCARY Language – Failure NOT just FRUITLESS > Fail > FIRE!!

ONE Difference btwn Preaching & Teaching > ALTERNATIVE Viewpoints

CLASSROOM (March NT Survey!!) WIDE Range of Opinions / Interpretations 

PREACHER > PICK One that CONVINCED of and PROCLAIM It! 

Some Verses SO IMPORTANT – SO MISUNDERSTOOD – Need EXPLAIN…

1. Lose your Salvation? 
Might be CHRISTIAN for AWHILE – Don’t Keep At It you will LOSE IT! 

Can See how FIRST READING of this Verse seems to SUPPORT that View

FRUITLESS - CUT OFF – BURNED > Bible JUDGMENT FIRE is HELL 

Do NOT think this Means > REAL Christians CAN get thrown into HELL

1) Setting > What does Original Author mean to Original Audience

Original Audience – 11 FRUITFUL Apostles / Fumbling, Work in Progress

1 Bad Apple ALREADY gone out into the NIGHT > False Apostle > FIRE 

2) Context > JOHN – SALVATION is WORK of God from Beginning to End

v. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you
No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. John 6.44

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 
John 10.28,29

Some Say > Yes but we can JUMP OUT of Hand IF WE WISH 

CUTTING Fruitless Branch & THROWING into FIRE Done BY GOD Father

REASON – NOT Denying Jesus, Murder, Adultery or Something WORSE

REASON for this FIRE  > Lack of FRUIT

If Means Fruitless Christians should Expect Hell > Line up BEHIND ME! 

40 Years of Following Jesus – Missed Opportunities, Failures, Disappointments

Our experience teaches that God has actually born with our fruitlessness, yes, even with our sin and unbelief, and has out his great love continuously worked to bring us on in the Christian life. 





James Boice

2. Nominal: “Christian” only in Name? SAY they Are, but are REALLY NOT

CHURCH Members but NOT Real Christ Followers > Actors, Hypocrites: Judas 

POPULAR Interp TODAY: EASY to VISUALIZE – SAD Truth churches Today

CONTEXT of John > CROWDS Leaving, Judas LEFT, FAITHFUL 11 Remain

TRUTH: Judgment Day will be FULL of Surprises / Is that Truth of THIS Text?
3. Real Believers, Real Burning? > Fruitless WORKS will be REMOVED

Context > FRUITFULNESS, Not Salvation THEME of this Discussion 

v. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.
POINT John 15 > FRUITFULNESS, SERIOUS Point – REAL Fire of Judgment

FRUITLESS BRANCHES BURNED / Unbelievers? Dead Works?
MANY Works that WE as Believers will DO > Sadly, SOME are Burned

Lot was out of fellowship with the Lord, he ceased to bear fruit to His glory, and his dead works were burned up in Sodom; yet he himself was saved. A.W. Pink

each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire. 


1 Corinthians 3.13-15

Christian and Non-Christians / Christians will be FINAL Judgment DAY
Judgment of WORKS – What have we DONE AS Christians? Life COUNTS!

We DARE NOT breathe SIGH of RELIEF > Crawl back to SINFUL HABITS

Find COMFORTABLE PLATEAU in UNFRUITFUL Life & Behavior

FRUIT that HONORS God is the FRUIT that will LAST

6. Christ – One clear Truth from Text – It’s ABOUT Jesus 
a. Fulfillment 7th & FINAL “I AM” declaration in JOHN  

v. 1 “I am the true vine
…have regard for this vine, the stock that your right hand planted, and for the son whom you made strong for yourself...let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself! Psalm 80.14-17

ISRAEL was GOD’S VINE > SON of Man is the TRUE VINE 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 






Isaiah 53.2

v. 1 “I am the true vine

…‘True’ focuses on dependability…Others (including African traditional religions) may have much to offer, but they are not dependable.    Samuel Ngewa

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. John 1.9

Jesus: “…my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.” John 6.32

…grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.   John 1.17

God the ONE and ONLY > TRULY Revealed through LORD JESUS CHRIST
b. Friend - UNIQUE Death of Jesus > TRUE Friend of Sinners

…there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 

Proverbs 18.24

vs. 13,14  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends…
1) Jesus did NOT HAVE to DIE > SINLESS Man would NOT DIE 

When WE give ULTIMATE Sacrifice of Life > Going to ANYWAY 

He is LIFE > ORIGIN & ORIGINATOR of Life – Life not ON LOAN like Ours 

·  In GIVING His Life for Us > 2) He KNEW he WOULD DIE 

People JUMP into Raging Rivers or Raging Fires > CALCULATED RISK 

“I MIGHT MAKE IT” > Jesus went to CROSS > NO CHANCE He’d LIVE 

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. Proverbs 17.17

3) WE are NOT REALLY His Friends > OUR Choice to RUN AWAY, Rebels

HIS LOVE and GRACE Makes us His Friends > TRANSFORMING MERCY

People give LIVES for LOVED ONES, FRIENDS, COLLEAGUES

For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 


Romans 5.7,8

4) Jesus died Hellish DEATH for Us

People give LIFE – PAINFUL Death > DOORWAY Pass thru into ETERNITY

On CROSS Jesus entered Place of ETERNAL DEATH > Separate from GOD 

BECAME SIN for Us > Father TURNED Away > Sin-Bearer Bore WRATH 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.


2 Corinthians 5.21

c. Fruit  God’s 1st COMMAND: “Be fruitful and multiply…” Genesis 1.28
COMMAND > You do YOUR PART – TRUST ME that I will DO MINE! 

v. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
RECOVERY of FRUITFULNESS linked to RESTORATION of Fellowship

FINAL APOSTLE > GRAFTED into THE VINE Understood this Principle:

It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. Galatians 2.20

v. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
US > ANSWERED PRAYER / God > GLORY / Others > See Real Life of X  

Not RELIGION that will BRING LIFE > RELATIONSHIP with CHRIST

The most eloquent discourse without him will be all a bottle of smoke. You shall lay your plans, and arrange your machinery, and start your schemes; but without the Lord you will do nothing.




Charles Spurgeon

Hard to Know ALL these 12 YOUNG FRIENDS Thinking that Night

WHY should they CARRY ON in Faith EVEN AFTER He is LEAVING Them?

WHAT is Life All ABOUT? Work? Pleasure? Studies? Attainment? Position? 

President of Student Council? University? Nation? > LIMITED AMBITION

As WE grow CLOSER to Jesus – ZEALOUS for God’s GLORY

See VINE is EVERLASTING – Fruitfulness is ETERNAL

NO Greater SECURITY and offers NO GREATER SERVICE 

Only CHRIST can DRAW Others to Christ / CHRISTIANS Loving like Christ

Will Create a HEARTY APPETITE for the WORLD to WANT our Christ

When joy, linked to fruitfulness, love, and obedience, is found in the life of a Christian, all can see it and know the source is divine. We can never produce these things. We cannot produce the Spirit’s fruit. We cannot produce love. We cannot produce joy. But Jesus can do it as we abide in Him. 

James Boice 

****************

15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another.
1. How are the vine, vinedresser, and branches different? How are they related? 

2. How does this picture help us better understand the place of God’s discipline in His dealings with His children?

3. What are the links in the ‘chain of love’ Jesus describes in verses 9-17? What does this mean in practice for you as a part of this church?

4. What is the promised relationship between Jesus and joy (verse 11)? Is this connection popularly understood? Do you understand it? Do you live like it? 
